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~Major Gale H. French distinguished himself by exceptional -
‘airmanship on .11 October 1977 when he averted a C-123 air»
- craft crash which- could have resulted 1n a high loqs of
-.llfe and property‘~' L : e L I

f'«Major French was performing copilot dutics when the 1os" ofh
*.an engine resulted .in a severe aireraft fire. Dense black
.= smoke: and’ flames-billowed. into the. aircraft.cabin. and: par=:
tially- incanacitated the piIot. vMajcr French was forced to'
- £ly-the- aircraft with-his- ‘head: out.of the cockpit window. An .
- order to' see and avoid: being overcoma py smoke and fumes. . -
;The aircraft was flying over a’ heavily populated area while
the raging fire was rapidly burning away the left wing,
“engine mnacelle, and flight control surfaces, All communica=
tions, hydraulic and electrical systems, and the flight con-
trols on the left side of the alrcraft were lost. Using
gvery rasource available, and with exceptional skill, courage
and determination, he guided the stricken airecraft away from:
‘residential areas to the .only- available safe landing area..
When the nose gear falled to extend, he successLully landad
‘on the main wheels and kept the aircraft on the runway.

Both pilots egressed through the cockpit w1ndows. The fire,
which had already consumed 30 percent of the aircraft, was
subsa quently extlngulsh@d..

;g;The.superb airmanship cfim ; .rench prevented serious
glnjury, Joss: of life, and: property ‘damage: to. the: surround-

- ing ccmmunity andﬁreflects great credit u§on.himsslf_.the-
Air Force I Resezrve,. and the: United States: Air Porce,. '~




